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On the Cover

Originally created by illustrator J. Howard Miller to boost morale among factory workers on the 

homefront during World War II, “We Can Do It!” has been adopted as a symbol of strength, leader-

ship, and determination by people around the world. The poster was not originally intended to 

represent Rosie the Riveter—a populist allegorical figure introduced in the early days of the war—but 

the character and the image became synonymous in the decades that followed. When we asked library 

staff around Oregon to “show us their Rosies,” they knew exactly what we were talking about.

History.com Editors (2010, April 24). Rosie the riveter. Retrieved October 12, 2018, from  

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/rosie-the-riveter.
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